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TURNING LEAF EXPANDS INTO MUSKEGON 
COUNTY 
On October 1st, 2009 Turning Leaf began operating 
a residential treatment facility in Muskegon, 
Michigan. The home, called Northridge, is licensed 
to house seven consumers and focuses on serving 
persons living with Persistent Mental Illness.   
Consumers living at Northridge are functioning at 
levels 3 (Home Care) and 4 (Community Skills) 
along the Turning Leaf Skill Building continuum. 
The consumers in the Home Care group are 
working on skills such as meal planning and 
preparation, household up keep, and clothing care. 
In the Community Skills group the consumers are 
working on skills such as navigating public 
transportation, identifying natural supports and 
community based leisure.  

 
“Having a Turning Leaf facility in Muskegon County has been 
extremely beneficial to Muskegon County Community Mental Health 
Consumers and we hope to see them continue to expand into our 
area.” Adam Burger, Muskegon Community Mental Health 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, SAMI AL JALLAD RECEIVES 
MASTERS OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Sami Al Jallad, Executive 
Director of Turning Leaf 
has been granted his 
Masters of Public 
Administration with a 
concentration in Health 
Care from the University of 
Michigan, Flint Campus in 
December, 2009. Sami has 
been the Executive 

Director for Turning Leaf since 2003. He completed 
his Bachelor’s degree with honors from Michigan 
State University, Eli Broad College of Business. 
Since 1996, Sami has held various positions within 
the organization including that of Direct Care Staff, 
Facilities Supervisor, and Chief Financial Officer. 
Since his appointment to Executive Director in 
2003 Sami has been instrumental in a number of 
organizational improvements including our first 
ever three-year CARF Accreditation, the rebranding 
of the agency, various capital improvements, and 
substantial enhancements  to our clinical staff 
resulting in a more comprehensive offering of 
rehabilitation programming. 
 
All of the Staff and Residents at Turning Leaf are 
very proud of Sami’s recent accomplishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

1 Taken from http://www.acbis.pro/index.html 

  

FOCUS ON OUR STAFF: 

RAMI EL- HUSSIENY 

Rami is the newest member 
of the Turning Leaf Clinical 
Team. He has a bachelor’s 
degree from the University 
of Michigan where he 
majored in Biology. He then 
went on to attend the 
National College of 
Naturopathic Medicine 
(NCNM) in Portland Oregon 

where he received his Naturopathic Doctorate. 
Rami also attended The Oregon School of Massage 
where he became licensed as a Massage Therapist. 
Here in Michigan Rami is currently licensed as a 
Practical Nurse and will receive his Registered 
Nurse License later this year. He ultimately plans to 
become a Nurse Practitioner. Rami will serve as 
Turning Leaf’s Health and Wellness Coordinator. 
His role is to oversee the day to day medical well 
being of all of our residents from a holistic point of 
view.  

 

ALAN SLOAN 

Alan began working for 
Turning Leaf in May as a Shift 
Supervisor for Direct Care 
Workers. Alan first began 
working in the field of brain 
injury rehabilitation as a 
direct care worker while 
working on his Bachelor’s 
degree in Human Biology at 

Michigan State University. Alan has experience 
working in multiple rehabilitation settings in 
Michigan and New Jersey.  

Turning Leaf is excited to have Alan working as the 
Skill Building Coordinator for our residents. Alan’s 
major responsibilities are to teach the Skill Building 
Areas of Focus. However, he also gets to plan all of 
the enjoyable leisure and recreational activities for 
our residents.  

TURNING LEAF ANNOUNCES THE ADDITION OF 
PSYCHOLOGIST  

In addition to our Psychiatrist 
Medical Director and Psychiatric 
Nurse Practitioner, Turning Leaf 
has recently begun contracting 
with Dr. Douglas Ruben to 
provide Psychological Services. 
Dr. Douglas Ruben is a forensic 
and behavioral psychologist, and 

national consultant on family therapy, closed head 
injuries, and addictions. His seminars on parent 
empowerment, schools, and Adult Children of 
Alcoholics appear nationwide through Cross 
Country Education. Dr. Ruben is author and co-
author of over 50 scholarly and self-help books and 
over 100 professional articles.  Among his recent 
self-help books are The Human War: PTSD 
Recovery Guide for Returning Soldiers; Effects of 
Bad Parenting and What to do About it; Forever 
Sober. Additionally, Dr. Ruben is on the editorial 
board of The Forensic Examiner, and frequent 
reviewer for Journal of Experimental and Behavior 
Therapy. 
We are excited to have Dr. Ruben available to our 
Residents when needed.  
 
TWO TURNING LEAF EMPLOYEES BECOME 
CERTIFIED BRAIN INJURY SPECIALISTS  
In September 2009 Tory Hudson, Director of 
Program Development and Crystal Ross, Director of 
Clinical Services became Certified Brain Injury 
Specialists (CBIS).  

 “The Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists 
(ACBIS) offers a voluntary national certification 
program for both entry-level staff and experienced 
professionals working in brain injury services. 
ACBIS provides staff and professionals the 
opportunity to learn important information about 
brain injury, to demonstrate their learning in a 
written examination, and to earn a nationally 
recognized credential. 1” 

For more information on the CBIS certification go 
to http://www.acbis.pro/index.html 

http://www.acbis.pro/index.html

